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Whereas the congregation of Owens Mills United Hethodist
Church has experienced the loss of its physical facility by
fire, and whereas Lhey have subsequently studied the future
and then inquired about the possibility of merger with the
Chemung United Methodist Church,and whereas preliminary
discussions with the Chemung United Methodist Church
Administrative Board have resulted in agreement to pursue
the details of merger, the following resolution is proposed
toc be voted on at a Charge or Church Conference held in the
Chemung United Methodist Church at 7:00 P.M. on April 16,
1987, said Charge or Church Conference Lo be held for each
congregation, and presided over by the District
Superintendent at that time.

RESOLUTION FOR MERGER:

Be it resolved that the congregations of Owens Mills United
Methodist Church and Chemung United Methodist Church unite
in a single, merged congregation effective July 1, 1987. The
merged congregation will be located in Chemung, New York,
utilizing ¢the United Methodist Church facilities, and will
be known as the Chemung United Methodist Church.

Terms and conditions!:

1. Membership - Those members of the Owens Mills United
Methodist who desire to unite with anocother church,
different from the merged church would make such
transfers and arranoements as necessary by July 1, 1987.
On July 1, 1987, the remaining members on the roll of the
Owens Mills United Methodist church will be
administratively transferred to the Chemung United
Methodist Church, and included in the roll of the Chemung
United Methodist Church.

Assels of Owens Mills United Methodist Church - Any
fiscal assets held by the Owens Mills Church as aof July
i, 19B7 will be transferred to the Chemung United
Methodist Churchg and held in trust or endowment funds
named the "Owens Mills Endowment or Trust Fund®. Only the
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| y interest Iincome earned!/by this fund shall be expended,(
r Ekimay be used for ~Echolarships for campers in the
““congregation to the camps of North Central New York
Conference such as Casowasco, Canmp Aldersgate or other
Conference facility or program in camping.(
lw, Jof the interest inconme from the fund may be vsed
“annually in support of the current expenses of the church
annual budget. The fund will be In Lthe custody of the
Board of Trustees, accountable 1o the Administrative

Poard and Charge Conference of the church. . =
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3. Sale of property of Owens HNills Church - The sale of the

property of the former location of the Owens Mills church
and surrounding land to an agreed upon purchaser. of the
property will be consumated prior to July i, 1987.

4. Legal fees and court costs - Legal fees and court cosis
for any and all the details of merger and property sale
will be paid for from the agssets of the Owens Hills

United Methodist Church prior to July 1, 1987 _ :
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BOX FOOTNOTES TO MERGER( Not a part of the resolution,;
simply for clarification and information)

. Between April 14, 1987 and July 1, 1987, the encumbent g4 o2
pastors of the congregations and their church officers C e 8
would work at creating and providing "getting acquainted” “ e
gpportunities for nembers of the merging congregations, 4 %

both in worship and fellowship. 8

2 untii July 1,1987, the encumbent pastors will be
responsible for pastoral services needed by their ~

respective congregations.

3. As of July 1, 1987 the pastor of the Chemung United

Methodiet Church will be the appointed pastor DYy the Bishop., 1
and the current pastor of the Owens Mills United Church will R
be eligible for re-assignment by the Bishop and In o

conjunction with the Cabinet, e S

4. 1%t is expected that the merged congregation act with oA
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sensitivity

resolve Lo include members of
the former

Owens Mills United Methodist Church as fully
as possible

in leadership, service,
fellowship experiences.

and positive

worship,and




CHEMUNG VALLEY DISTRICT
of the
North Central New York Conference
THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Charles F. Hess T Fasstt Road
Supenniendem Elrmira, NY 14503
677349847

March 24, 1987
To: Elaine White, Peter Bean, Fred Turner

From Charles F. Hess

Colleagues,

I simply want to summarize what I believe were the resclves
agreed upon in our meeting of vesterday, March 23. It was a
good meeting in which 1 believe we ftouched some crucial
matters. Here is where I perceive we came oOutl.

1. We agreed vpon a time line which has as its effective
date for merger, July 1, 1987.

Both pastors of Owens Mills and Chemung will post notices
of a chargef{actually,I believe "church conference” 18 a
bit better for this case..it invites more people to
participate) to be held on fApril 16, 1987 at 7:00 P.M. In
the Chemung church building.Each church would need Lo
vote on the following:

Owens Mills - vote on sale of property, and on the merger.

Chemung - vote only on the merger resolution.

My suggestion 16 that each church create the necessary
announcement to convey thise action needed in church
bulletins on April 5 and 12 which would satisfy the
requirements of The Discipline.

3. On April 7th, each pastor and two lay persons would meet
with me here at the district office at 7:00 P.M. to
consider the "“terms and conditions” of the merger
resplution to be voted on at the April 16th conference.

4. After the voting on the resolutions on the evening of




April 16, then we would join together in a service of
holy communion and this would commence about 7:30 P.M.
and could help celebrate the future. Elaine, Peter and 1
would share in parts of that service. Elaine and Peter
will determine and prepare the details of the communion
service, and 1 will provide a brief meditation.

5. After the meeting of April 16, and leading up to the
effective date of July 1 for merger, Elaine and Peter
will be working on a series of occasions, worship and
otherwise, to provide a “getting to know vyou" atmosphere
through which the transition can be made most smoothly.

The Rev. Fred Turner is our legal counsel in this process
and has agreed to prepare legal documents needed to enact
the property sale and related mattiers.

I really appreciate the attitude of both Elaine and Feter as
we move toward this significant event in the lives of the
congregations. Our cnntlnued Christ-1like spirit in all this
will carry us well into a new era of high purpose for God's

Kingdom.

Please let me know if I seem to have misinterpreted our plan
of action.

ailihfplly,
% f-'-f&’r.f L,/AW

Charles F. Hes
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" OWEN MILLS UNITED MEDHODIST CHURCH
' Sale of Property

Schedule of Procedure

1. Conference with Rev. Peter Bean and Members of the
Owen Mills Church.

2., Setting of date and time for Euecia1~0hagge Conference of
the Owen Mills Church D e ek oL

- Written Notices of meetling

Preparation of Resolution for Charge’Conference

Preparation of Deeds of transfer

Execution of Written Consents
- by District Superintendent
- by Pastor

Holding of the Special Charge Conference
- (Qertified Minutes of said Conference

Petition to the Supreme Court of New York State

= Order by sane

Dulv called meeting of Board of Trustees of Owen Mills
Church - Signing of the Deeds

Filing of the necessary Papers relating ©o oale

Recording of Deeds

Discipline of The United Methodist Church, 1 B4,
Religious Corporation Law, State of New York, Eecé g 2,

New York Jurisprudence, Religlous Sucieties, rel,

FROCEDURE FOR MERGER. Discipline, Sec, 2544, is a separaie
procedure. This may be done following the sale of the
o
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properties or concurrent with sale procedure,







April 16, 1987 - Chemung = Owens Mills Churches - Agenda

7:00 P.N.
Charge and Church Conferences

A. Owens Mills - Property sale

B. Owens Mills - Merger Resolution

C. Chemung - Merger Resolution
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7:30 P.M. - We celebrate Holy Communion and our relationship
- Service by the Rev. Elaine White, the Rev. Peter Bean
and the Rev. Charles F. Hess




OWEN MILLS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Special Charge Conference

CONFERENCE OF THE OWEN

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, unincorporated, meeting
on April 16, 1987, at Chemung United Metho

consent to the sale of land owned by the
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:ale of said land by the present 1
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individually and collectively, to Arthur W. and Madge kK, Grace,

of R. D. 1, Chemung, New rk, for the payment of One Dollar
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(81.00) and other suff nt consideration,




OWEN MILLS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Special Charge Conference

/ W&, MEMBERS OF THE CHARGE CONFERENCE OF THb UWBiv HILLS -
f/ UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, unincorporated, meeting in special
¥
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; session on April 16, 1987, at Chemung United Methodist Church,

U g Tl o e
LNe | g !_.I_"1-"_-'.

zive our consent to the sale of land owned by the 1
of said Church, described in a Warranty Deed dated November
30, 1927 and recorded in Chemunp County Clerk's Office on
December 11, 1928, Book No, 248 of Deeds,page 27.

The original grantors of said Deed were Willard Guild and
Ella Guild, his wife, both of Town of Chemung and County of

Chemung. The grantees of said Deed are "Board of Trustees oi

the Methodist Episcopal Church of Owen Mills, New York."

We authorize the sale of said land by the present Trustees,
individually and collectively, to Anthony J. and Peggy LeibD,
husband and wife, of 305 Keys Road, Honeye Falls. New York,

for the payment of One Dollar (81.00) and other sufficient

consideration,
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Un 128 bth day o1 April, 195/,
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, to me known, who, being by me duly

sworn did depose and say that ___ lives at




all members of said Church; +hat the vote on the

pregent,

favor. opposed, and

¢ Resolution was in

Notary Public




CHEMUNG VALLEY DISTRICT
ol the
worth Central New York Conference
THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Charles FF. Heda

Supenntendent

711 Fassett Road
Elmura, XY 14905
ST-T14.0547

To: Leadership persons of the Chemung and Owens Hills United
Methodist Churches

From: Charles F. Hess
Dear Friends,

My <conversations and various communications with vyour
congregations have confirmed vyour mutual willingness to
pursue merger of the congregations due to the Owens Mills
building destruction by fire.

Here are the steps necuﬁnarvhm get this in place as 1 see
12

1. The Owens Mills
necessary Lo =Y =
church was locate

church needs to do the legal transaction
11 or deed the property where the former
»d to Lhe Grace fTamily.

The old hall ACross the road from the former church
should either be diesmantled. tarn down, or arrangements
for such made.

Owens Mille members who do not intend to join the merged
church with Chemung shouvld transfer their membership 1O
other area churches, or wherever they choose,by let uUS
SaYy s mid=-April. All remiaing members after that would
then be included in the membership of the merged church.

When all the 1legal matters and membership transfers are
completed, and Owens Mills is ready for merger, then the
fiscal or other assets remaining would be carried into
the 1life of the merged church. The terms and conditions
of endowmenis,irusts, and other details of merger could




be explored by a joint committee of the two churches.

5. A Charge or Church Conference then would be held for each
church in accordance with paragraph 2541 of the DISCIPLINE
in which the terms and conditions, details of merger cleary

set forth in a resolution and voted on affirmatively by each
congregation would confirm merger.

I would like Lo see us move on these details so that perhaps
in May we would have the Charge or Church Conferences. If it

takes longer, that is alright, but 1 think the sooner, the
better for all concerned.

At this point, Owens Mills needs to get going on the

property issues and membership transfers as soon as
possible.

I have spoken with the Rev. Fred Turner, (733-9074) retired
United Methodist pastor and practicing Attorney-at-law who
resides in Pine City. Fred is willing to guide the Owens
Mills GChurch throuagh their legal needs and generally advise
us as we proceed. Funds for legal matters and fees may be
used from the Owens Mills assets at this time. I am asking
Arthur or Madge Grace and Rev. Peter Bean, Pastor to please
contact Rev. Turner in order to get going on this, and 1 am
copying this letter to him.

1 shall keep vyou all informed as we move tLoward a jJOYOuUs
union of your churches, and the on-going spirit of the Owens
Mills congregation in the larger Body of Christ in all
this.

Faithfully,

Bhowides fidees

Charles F. Hess

C* Rev. Peter Bean, Arthur and Madge Grace, Rev. Elaine
¥hite,Mrs. Shirley Parks, Rev. Fred Turner




April 16, 1987 - Chemung - Owens HMills Churches - Agenda

7:00 P.N.
Charge and Church Conferences

A. Owens Mills - Property sale

B. Owens Mills - Merger Resolution

C. Chemung - Merger Resolution
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7:30 P.M. - We celebrate Holy Communion and our relationship
- Service by the Rev. Elaine White, the Rev. Feter Bean
and the Rev. Charles F. Hess
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